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GLEN MASSEY SCHOOL 

Tuesday March 17th 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Caregivers            
Mihi atu ki ā tātou kātoa. Greetings to you all. 
 
HAPPY ST PATRICKS DAY!  
 
COVID-19 
If you have access to Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, newspapers or any 
other media platform, you will be swamped with COVID-19 or Corona-
virus information. A real concern is a lot of misinformation seems to be 
drowning out helpful and authorised information from the Ministry of 
Health and other government departments. Things are moving very 
quickly and are changing on a daily basis so expect more updates as we 
get them. 
 

Ministry of Health https://www.health.govt.nz/ 

Ministry of Education http://www.education.govt.nz/ 

 
The government has told all of us to not only protect ourselves but to 
also protect others from getting sick, that is, from any kind of sickness, 
including COVID-19. 
 
Just a reminder about what we’re told to do to protect ourselves and 
others: 
 
- When coughing and sneezing cover your mouth and nose using a tis-
sue or flexed elbow 
- Throw the tissue into a rubbish bin immediately after use 
- Discourage physical social contact e.g. shaking hands, greeting kisses, 
hugging, hongi 
- Clean your hands with liquid alcohol-based hand sanitiser OR soap and 
water, when: 
- Eating or preparing food 
After 
- Sneezing, coughing or blowing your nose (or wiping children’s noses) 
- Gardening (or playing outside for children) 
 

https://www.health.govt.nz/
http://www.education.govt.nz/


 
 
 - Having contact with animals 
- Going to the toilet or changing nappies 
- Looking after sick people 
 
If your child is sick, even if you think your child is just a little sick, please keep your child at home, to re-
cover properly. Once your child has recovered, they may return to school. 
If a child attends school unwell, their parent or caregiver will be contacted, to pick them up. 
This measure also applies to staff. 
 
We ask families to let the school know if they intend to travel overseas in future so that we may support 
students during their self-isolation period. Parents/Caregivers need to call the office or leave a message 
on the school phone system. Thank you to the parents who have already exercised those safety proto-
cols! 
 
We have been contacted by the Ministry of Education about what we could do to support learning 
should the school close. This will be a last resort from the government, but we as a school will be putting 
things in place that can be done at home should this happen. This could be online learning or paper cop-
ies of work. We will keep you updated but just remember, the government’s decisions are announced 
almost immediately with extremely minimal notice; and we must revise how we operate during this pe-
riod of time, just as quickly. 
 
We will reconsider all school/community events e.g. ANZAC commemoration services, BBQ, movie night 
etc.  We will review all EOTC (Education Outside The Classroom) - those trips where our students will 
come into contact with large groups of people as opposed to those trips that just involve our students. 
 
We ask staff and parents to let the school know if they or their child has been overseas and are in self 
isolation. This is a request only. Again, I’d like to thank families and staff who have informed the school. 
We appreciate you looking after yourselves and the rest of our community as directed by the govern-
ment. 
 
Bully Proofing …… Our Children  
 
We here at Glen Massey continue to highlight that students should not be victims of bullying at our 
school. If they are unhappy they must speak out and share the situation with the adults in their lives eg. 
school staff and parents. Even though we don’t have many incidents, we know that elements of bullying 
will happen in every school, so Glen Massey staff continue to work hard at a classroom and playground 
level to reduce / eliminate all forms of bullying where we can.  
 
Teachers / support staff make themselves available to support our students and intervene, but realise 
that the effects of bullying are not always visible either, so we are on the look-out for signs. Our aim is to 
constantly draw attention to the topic of “anti-bullying”, and by building the social / emotional intelli-
gence of our school population through our Glen Massey ROCKs values we are helping too. These ap-
proaches encourage our students to talk with their teachers and / or other staff so we can get involved.  
 
Please remember bullying is when a child is made unhappy by another over time eg. teasing, hurting or 
perhaps being excluded, but it is over time. We don’t use the term bullying for a one off incident. Please 
remind your son / daughter to tell you what has happened to them, but they must also tell their teacher 
at school too (immediately). This way we can move swiftly to support them … and we certainly will, if we 
know about it. We cannot provide intervention and support if we don’t! 
 



SCHOOL POOL 
Our school pool will be closed from Monday 23rd March. Classes have now finished swimming for the 
term so the last day for public use will be Sunday 22nd March 
Thanks to all pool users for helping to look after our environment and property over the summer and a 
huge thanks to our volunteers who maintained the pool each week. You did a fantastic job and we could 
not continue to provide the pool for the public if we did not have you on board. We appreciate each 
and every one of you! 
 
WAKA KOPAPA 
Obviously in the current situation this event was always likely to be called off. We will hopefully have a 
chance to compete in another regatta at Raglan later this year. We will also continue to keep our rela-
tionship going with the Marae and look to practice further with an eye to next years races. 
 
ZEBONG 
Zebong will be with us tomorrow working with 2 x groups of Year 5-8 writers in the morning. After 
morning tea he will do a whole school storytelling show as he has done in the past. We are looking for-
ward to hosting him. 
 
Nga mihi nui 
Rodney Montford 
Principal/Tumuaki 
 
SCHOOL APPs 
We have 2 school apps.  
 
Skool Loop is used for getting messages/notifications out to parents quickly. Just download the app and 
select Glen Massey School. Make sure notifications are enabled for this app on your phone. If you don’t 
know what this means, get a teenager to show you or we can help.  
 
@School Mobile is used for checking on your child’s learning, reporting and also other personal details 
and account information. This can be downloaded now and will work with the username and password 
you currently have. If you don’t have a username and password, it is important that you let us know and 
we will get one for you. 
 
ACCOUNTS 
Please assist us in 2020 by making regular payments. Non payment of accounts may mean that you lose 
the services that you currently enjoy.  Please be advised that the school does not issue credit and 
prompt payment is expected for any costs incurred including before and after school care. 
 
All Bus Fares must be paid weekly or your child will lose the right to use the bus.  
 
PLAYGROUP: 
Don’t forget playgroup on Monday mornings at 9.00 in the school hall. We have a growing group of 
mums and preschoolers who  would love to have your company for a chat and a coffee.   
 
CHILDREN’S EAR CLINICS 

Ngaruawahia—24th March—War Memorial Hall, 9am—2.30pm 

Huntly—March 31st, Countdown Carpark, 9am—2.30pm 

Laugh of the Week 
 
DAY 3 without sports... 
Found a lady sitting on my couch yesterday. 
Apparently she’s my wife. 
She seems nice... 



Check out our new House Leaders shirts for our very happy House Leaders! 



 

 

Tuesday 17th March 

 
IMPORTANT NOTICES 

 
1. After talking with the Ministry of Education and consulting our Board of Trus-
tees the decision has been made that tonights BBQ and Movie night will be can-
celled. We will advise of a new date once things have settled down with COVID-
19. 
The PTA Meeting scheduled for tonight has also been cancelled. They will advise 
of a new date for this meeting once the long term picture becomes clearer. In 
the mean time if you can return any feedback from the PTA notice that went 
out, that would be appreciated. 
In this time of trying to stop any spread of COVID-19 it would be irresponsible 
for us to have any gatherings that are unnecessary and potentially place com-
munity members at risk. Thanks for your support and understanding. 
  
2. It is really disappointing to hear from teachers that so many parents have not 
got access or have not tried to log on to our parent portal. Instructions are in 
every newsletter and we have had numerous other notices highlighting how to 
go about this.  
WE MUST BE BETTER THAN THIS! 
This is how we report student progress to parents so it is A MUST that every 
parent has access to this. 

You will need your username and password to access for your child/ren. You can 
access by computer at www.atschool.co.nz or download the app by searching 
for @school mobile on the app store or google store. 

YOUR USERNAME AND PASSWORD IS BEING SENT HOME WITH YOUR CHILD 
TODAY! If you lose it, please contact us and we will re-print for you. 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU DO SOMETHING ABOUT THIS TODAY! Thank you those 
parents who are already accessing their child's progress information.  

http://www.atschool.co.nz

