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Coming Up In Term 2 
 
 

July 3rd 
Last Day of Term 2 

 
 
 

Cancelled/Postponed 
 

Winter Sports 
Cancelled 

 
Tough Gal & Guy 

Postponed until September 
 

Arts Festival 
Cancelled 

 
 
 
 

Year 7/8 Technology  
 
 

June 17th 
 

July 1st 
 
 

 

 
 
 

GLEN MASSEY SCHOOL 

Tuesday June 16th 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Caregivers            
Mihi atu ki ā tātou kātoa. Greetings to you all. 
 
Welcome to school to Nyjah (Rm 3) and Beckah (Rm1) - We hope you have 
had lots of fun so far and are settling in well! 
 
LEVEL 1 - It’s great to be back to normal at school. We welcome all parents 
back into the school and no longer have restrictions on parents dropping chil-
dren at the school gate. We do not have compulsory sanitising requirements 
but it is still being made available in classes for those who wish to use it. We 
are still encouraging good hygiene and also children staying home if they are 
unwell. All of our students have now returned to school. Great effort every-
one!  
 
Sabbatical - I am pleased to announce that I have been awarded a Primary 
Principals Leadership Sabbatical in Term 4 this year. Study Awards NZ consid-
ers applications and awards sabbaticals, which need to be supported by each 
principal's Board of Trustees. I'm very grateful to Glen Massey School’s Board 
for supporting my application. This is the first time I have been successful with 
an application. 
The purpose of principal sabbatical is to provide 10 weeks leave for school 
leaders to undertake professional learning, reflection and rejuvenation. There 
is a requirement to publish the findings of this study and make it available for 
other school leaders within New Zealand. 
My sabbatical topic of research is finding out what programmes/initiatives are 
in place (in NZ schools) that actually work to close the gap for students who 
are experiencing difficulty for one reason or another. Why are they working? 
How can we transfer that knowledge to our own context? There will be an 
extra focus on educational outcomes for Māori students. As for 'rejuvenation', 
I have a large pile of books waiting to be read -  some, though not all, will be 
educationally edifying. I also plan to do some travel around some schools in 
the North Island, finish some painting/construction at home, and maybe a 
little sleeping. My plan is to return to Glen Massey School in Term 1, 2021 
both wiser and healthier. 
Jeff Gibson will be acting principal in my absence during Term 4. Lyn Fuller 
(who is working for us in the school currently and known to all students) will 
take over in Room 5 for the last term. Obviously Jeff will still have a large in-
fluence with Rm 5, as this is an important time for the students transitioning 
to college. This is a great opportunity for Jeff to further his leadership and I'm 
completely confident in the leadership that Jeff will provide in Term 4. I wish 
him all the best for his time at the helm. I'm looking forward to working with 
Jeff over the remainder of this term and in Term 3 to plan for a smooth transi-
tion to his leadership. 



 
 
 @School Portal - Hopefully everyone received the notice last week regarding the @school parent portal. We will 
make the spotlight student report available for parents at the end of this term and it will be available to view 
over the holiday period. Remember if you have lost your details or do not have a login, please see Kate in the 
office. 
 
Property Works - I am pleased to let you know that the property works have now all been completed. This has 
been an ongoing process for nearly 2 years but this has now all been signed off by the Ministry of Education. We 
now move into the next part which is painting. The entire school is going to be repainted. Colours have been 
agreed by the BOT and I am just awaiting a start date from the painters. 
We have also agreed on some areas of the school where new astro turf will be laid. The area around the back of 
Room 1 will be given a makeover and astro turf will also be laid over the current hard surfaces down at the pool 
to stop all the small stones getting into the pool filtration system. The BOT are continually looking at ways in 
which we can improve our school grounds and resources for our students. 
 
Reminder - Student Learning/Interviews 
This term we traditionally hold parent/teacher interviews in weeks 8/9. We are going to hold this over until the 
start of Term 3 due to the intrusion on Term 2 of Covid-19. We have basically lost 5 nearly 6 weeks of class time. 
We will let you know early in Term 3 when you can book to meet with teachers. 
However in the meantime - If you have anything that you have noticed that concerns you in regard to your child’s 
learning, all of our teachers are wanting to hear from you. Contact them to make an appointment to chat. These 
meetings can be done in person at school or via zoom/google meet.  
 
Kāwhia - Haerenga 
On Thursday this week I will be accompanying 3 senior students to Kawhia (along with leaders/students from 
other schools in the area) where we will be spending some time sailing in the harbour on a traditional sea fearing 
waka. There will be some education around traditional navigation as well as other challenges for students during 
the day. A great opportunity for our students! 
 
Nga mihi nui 
Rodney Montford 
Principal/Tumuaki 
 

 

Thank you to all who supported our annual Oxford Pie 

fundraiser. It was a huge success and raised $951 for our 

school! 

A huge shout-out to Cooper Christiansen and Baylee  

Cameron who both sold a phenomenal amount of pies and 

raised over $250 between them.  



Last 2 Weeks 
 

Room 1: Emily Svorai, Isabella Jones 
Room 2: Sarah Bretherton, Cooper Christiansen 

Room 3: Harrison Milner 
Room 4: Chase Thurston, Chloe Williams 

Room 5: Brylie Klink, Jayden Appleby 
 

Principals: Cayce Green, Sophie Smith 
Top Reader: Jesse Jones, Elyse Holland 

Most Improved Reader: James York, Harper-Lee Mason 



 
 
 

 
My name is Kate and I am one of the head students at GMS and the leader of 
Rata House. I like GMS because the teachers are very encouraging, and the 
students are really respectful. The school gets kept pretty clean. The scenery 
is fabulous.   
A bit about me - In my spare time, I play the guitar for the school band and 
train dogs in Cambridge. 
Leadership to me means showing others the right way to do things and en-
couraging them to progress. I want to help everyone just to be better people 
and treat everyone else with respect always. 
 
 

KOWHAI INTERVIEW 
 
Breya (Kowhai leader) interviewing Chloe, Rm 4 
 
What's special about GMS - Fun sports- House sport- 
I like house sport because it's not the same all the 
time. 
 
What makes Kowhai special- Good people that are 
kind and helpful (and it's the best house) 
 
What makes room 4 special- Fun projects every Fri-
day 

RATA INTERVIEW 
 
Kate (Rata Leader) interviewing Athena, Rm 4 
 
Question 1: What's 1 thing you like about Glen 
Massey? 
Answer:  I like that we have a creative way of 
presenting our virtues 
Question 2: Do you think the students are good 
at keeping Glen Massey clean? 
Answer:  The students are good at cleaning but I 
think we could do better. 
Question 3: What do you like about your class? 
Answer:  That we have an amazing teacher 

RIMU INTERVIEW 
 
Taleah (Rimu Leader) interviewing Eli, Rm 4 
 
What do you like about school? 
Like everything about the school  
The outside looks nice and pretty 
The kids were welcoming and nice 
 
What do you like about your class? 
Room 4 is the best  
Favourite teacher Mr Nolan 
Staff nice and polite  
 
What’s different about this particular school? 
The work is more challenging not like other 
schools 

TOTARA INTERVIEW 
 
Frankie (Totara Leader) interviewing Tahlia, Rm 4 

1. What’s your favourite thing about GMS?  
We don’t have a uniform. 

2. What is your favourite sport? 
Rugby 

3. What do you like about your class? 
Everybody is kind and caring  


